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What is Response to intervention (RtI)?

►“A practice of providing high quality instruction and interventions matched to 
student need, monitoring progress frequently to make decisions about changes 
in instruction or goals and applying child response data to important educational                   
decisions” (NASDSE 2006)



What are the components of RtI?

►Solid research based core instruction for all

►Universal benchmarking 3x/year

►Targeted research-based interventions for some, with varying levels of intensity

►Frequent progress monitoring 

►Using benchmark and progress monitoring data to make decisions about 
programming and student progress



What are the origins of RtI?

►RtI was reflected in No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and the 2004 
Reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

►NYSED regulations have mandated that a Response to Intervention (RtI) 
process be applied when determining eligibility for classification with a 
learning disability in the area of reading for students in grades K-4 by July 
1st, 2012. 

RtI may also be applied to address delays in the areas of mathematics and behavioral, 
social-emotional skill development, but it is not required.



What are the origins of RtI?

►The NYS Board of Regents amended 8 NYCRR to include the addition of 
Section 100.2(ii) establishing minimum requirements for the RtI process.
 Each BOE must adopt a written policy that establishes: 
Administrative practices and procedures for implementing school-wide 

approaches & pre-referral intervention strategies;
Staff training protocols;
Parental notification procedures;
The specific structure and components of the RtI program, 

including, but not limited to:
o The criteria for determining the levels of intervention to be provided
o The types of interventions to be provided
o The amount and nature of student performance data to be collected & reviewed
o The manner and frequency in which student progress is to be monitored



What students benefit from RtI?

RTI is an “every ed.” initiative
that promotes an integrated approach
and requires those providing  
instruction or intervention to
collaborate with each other.



What is the intent of RtI?



How does RtI support students?



How is RtI structured?



What are the RtI reading tiers?

Tier 1:
►All students receive 90 minutes of reading/ELA instruction.
►The teacher is the primary interventionist.
►A comprehensive core reading program is used that is SBRR* approved.

*Scientifically Based Reading Research



What are the RtI reading tiers?

Tier 2:
►An additional 30 minutes of daily reading instruction is provided, above and beyond 
core instruction. 
►This tier includes more intense instruction and monitoring.
►Specific reading deficit(s) are targeted.
►The intervention provider may be the general education teacher, a reading specialist, a 
special education teacher, or a speech and language pathologist.



What are the RtI reading tiers?

Tier 3:
►This occurs within a general education setting.
►An additional 45-60 minutes of daily reading instruction is provided at the elementary level.  
►A comprehensive research-based program is utilized.
►The intervention provider is likely a reading specialist or special education teacher.
►Weekly progress monitoring data is collected with a goal of achieving a specific normative cut-score.
►Service provision is determined by need and lack of response to less intense interventions.
►Lack of successful progress at this tier may lead to consideration of special education services.



What does RtI require?

RtI does not require “adding on” to what is already being 
done in the classroom.  Instead, it involves reviewing 
current classroom practices to identify those that yield 
evidence of effective instruction and those that do not.



What does the RtI process look like?



How are students needs for RtI determined?

►Students’ general reading skills are assessed using a research-based universal screening tool (e.g., 
STAR).

► RtI tools yield results much like having your temperature, blood pressure, height, and weight taken 
at the doctor’s office.  These tools are designed to serve as general indicators of a student’s reading 
health.

►Results are not intended to be diagnostic.

►Benchmarking for ALL students occurs three times per year.
 Fall - End of September
 Winter - End of January
 Spring - End of May/Beginning of June

►Progress Monitoring is determined based on the benchmark results.
 Frequency of monitoring is based on student need.



What are Academic Intervention Services (AIS)?

►“…additional instruction which supplements the instruction provided in the general curriculum and 
assists students in meeting the State learning standards … and/or student support services which may 
include guidance, counseling, attendance, and study skills which are needed to support improved 
academic performance…” (Commissioner’s Regulations, Part 100)

►“Academic intervention services are intended to assist students who are at risk of not achieving the 
State learning standards in English language arts, mathematics, social studies and/or science, or who 
are at risk of not gaining the knowledge and skills needed to meet or exceed designated performance 
levels on State assessments. Academic intervention services shall be made available to students with 
disabilities on the same basis as nondisabled students, provided, however, that such services shall be 
provided to the extent consistent with the individualized education program developed for such 
student pursuant to section 4402 of the Education Law” (Commissioner’s Regulations, Part 100)



What are Academic Intervention Services (AIS)?

►At the elementary, middle, and high schools, the need for AIS is determined by performance on New York State 
assessments, locally-determined assessments, and/or principal/teacher discretion. 

► AIS is provided by classroom teachers, building specialists, related service and/or AIS providers using a push in (in 
classroom), pull out, or hybrid models.  Alternatively, a monitoring plan may also be developed, as appropriate, in lieu of 
direct service.

►AIS sessions have occurred before, during, or after school, and some summer components fall under the AIS 
umbrella.

►AIS funding is used primarily to support salaries of staff who deliver AIS to provide services to identified students. In 
addition funding supports select (summer) tutorials, remedial components in reading and math, and middle teaching 
assistants.



WCSD Academic Intervention Services Plan 

►The BOE reviews and approves the District plan every two years.

►At the elementary and MS levels, metrics were updated.

►At various grades (e.g., grade 5 ELA), descriptions of entry criteria were revised to align with the most up-to-date AIS 
guidance from NYSED.
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